


BI age 











THE GHOST. 





N° VIL. 


FarryLanp, Wepnespay, May 18. 1796. 








This place, quoth fhe, they fay’s inchanted, 
And with delinquent fpirits haunted. 
Hupisras. 











HE Spedtator began with an account of his Club. A more labo- 

rious tafk falls to my lot: the incredulity of the prefent age lays 

me under the neceflity of attempting to prove even my exiftence. The 
following occurrence evinces this neceflity. 


Having gone laft night to a very genteel houfe, under the fhape of 
Dr Recipe, the phyfician who attends the family, I met a large party, 
among whom were Dr Concordance, a worthy Clergyman, rather ad- 
vanced in years, and very zealous in the caufe of Chriftianity ; Mr Ac- 
cident, a metaphyfician; Pyrrho, a ftaunch fceptic; and the learned 
old Lady of the houfe, Mifs Penelope Cobweb. On entering, I found 
the company very keenly debating upon the reality of the Ghoft. Mifs 
Cobweb conceived it very pofible that ghofts fhould vifit this world. 
Having no extenfion, they occupy no fpace—why then fhould they not 
dwell among us? All nations concur in this opinion; and this general 
confent is an irrefragable argument. Even the uncivilifed mortals in 
the midft of wilds have ever believed in fubtle fpirits. The devil is a 
{pirit, and you are no ftrangers to his temptations ; the teftimony of the 
moft learned among the ancients of all ages and religions, and the pre- 
valence of ghofts within this century, cannot be contefted. Here fol- 
lowed the appearance of the ghoft of Heétor to Aneas, and a number 
of other claflical and well-authenticated flories of fpirits. 


The company, however, {neered, and pitied the credulity of their 
hoftefs. _ In vain I alledged the plaufibility of her obfervations ; in fpite 
of my efforts, their fcepticifm was proof againft all my reafonings. I 
affirmed that I had feen ghofts: they would have me to defcribe them: 
this was impofflible: truth would not let me repeat the fabulous ftories 
of ghofts in the fhape of cows, horfes, or other animals; and I was 
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‘too well acquainted with my nature, and the weaknefs of man’s concep- 


tion, to fuppofe that words could convey to him what pure fpirits alone 
can conceive. My apparent confufion was caufe of triumph to the in- 
credulous, who afierted that all ghofts were impoftors, and that the pre- 
fent one was unworthy the approbation he had received. 


One gentleman thought that ghofts might have been lefs prevalent of 
late than in former times; becaufe, perhaps, they were otherwife em- 
ployed by “ him whofe way’s impenetrable to man.” Spirits, he ob- 
ferved, have affumed different fhapes. Religion teaches us, that we 
are to be punifhed or rewarded hereafter, according to our merits ; yet 
it is certain, that of thofe who are to be pardoned, fome have commit- 
ted more crimes than others: we muft therefore fuppofe there is fome 
way of expiation. Now, (addrefling himfelf to Dr Concordance), you 
know well-that Purgatory is merely the invention of the Papifts; and 
hence I conclude, that fpirits expiate their crimes on earth; which ab- 
folutely demonftrates the exiftence of ghofts. Even the heathen Bru- 
tus beheld the ghoft of the murdered Cafar, who dared him to meet 
at Philippi. 


Pyrrho, with uncommon contempt, ridiculed what he called the reve- 
ries of this gentleman; and the company feemed to be highly delighted 
with the champion of incredulity. He afhrmed, in the moft poflitive 
terms, that apparitions were dreams that difturbed only frightened 
imaginations, or weak minds, nurfed in fuperftition. Knowledge, 
faid he, always difpels thefe ridiculous creatures of the brain ; and hifto- 
tical proof avails nothing, where the fource of error is fo-obvious. He 
acknowledged, however, that early habits made him ftill tremble in the 
dark. Many more attacked the reality of my perfon, and fome protefted 
they would feize and punifh me, in fpite of my immateriality. Mr Me- 
morial, a gentleman of the law, clearly fhewed that I came under the 
flatute of the oth of George II. chap. 5. againft pretenders to witch- 
craft. 


At laft Dr Concordance, who had liftened in eventful filence, broke 
out: “ And is it poflible, my friends, that you fhould not know him! 
What! not the vile perfecutor of your fpecies! Can you not perceive 
his agency in all thefe doings? “Tis he who fo long has tormented 
mankind, feduced the weak, and created difcord in the world. Yes, the 
Devil, my brethren, is the author of all thefe hellith fchemes. His fpi- 
ritual frame enables him to aflume any fhape, to. enter the bodies of 
men, and to torment us on earth. He makes life a purgatory, and thus 
prepares us for a future bleffed life. Great myftery! let us gaze at its 
fublimity, and not attempt to fearch into the infcrutible motives the 
Omniponent might have when he gave fo great power to the malevo- 
lent fpirit. Satan has been the caufe of all the evils in the world: 
his fchemes being often fruftrated by the pious efforts of the fervants of 
God, he had the daring infolence to aflume the garb of the minifters of 
Heaven ; and in this fhape he excited men to fpill each other’s blood, 
to mvent the moft horrid tortures to agonife one another, and thus to 
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throw our holy office into difrepute. In the fhape of Popes, Cardinals, 
Bithops, and Priefts, he has inftigated mankind to abhor the priefthood, 
to whom they attributed the calamities, which only proceeded from the 
diabolical machinations of our foe. He comes now in the wort of all 
fhapes. He profits by his own wicked invention, the prefs, to fpread 
infidelity, and corrupt your morals. Oh! delufion! how pernicious 
this difcovery ! Before its invention, none dabbled in fcience but 
thofe whofe minds, taught from their earlieft infancy to revere their 
Creator, and adore his myfteries, were deftined to propagate divine 
truths, adapted to the comprehention of all. But now our enemy takes 
advantage of this engine, to darken the underftandings of mankind, and 
delude them with the greater eafe. But, friends, if you would avoid 
the {nares of the evil one, let me advife you to attend the church more 
regularly, and, by fafting, humiliation, and felf-denial, put it out of the 
power of Satan totempt you. Meanwhile I befeech you, ‘my dear bre- 
thren, follow my example, and do not read fuch a produGtion. I tremble 
at the confequénce.” 


This orthodox harangue unfortunately had not the defired effec. 
The company were for the moft part perfuaded that I was only a com- 
mon man, who pretended to the privilege of a {pirit merely to get more 
profit by the deceit. Their curiolity, however, made them favourable 
to my publication. They all expected entertainment from it; and the 
Ladies in particular were very anxious to learn, whether the Ghoft would 
peep into a bed-chamber. This curiofity proceeded as much from the 
fear of a difcovery of their own fecrets, as from their natural anxiety to 
know thofe of others. 


While they were thus employed in forming different opinions, fome 
devifing the beft way to expofe me, others thinking of writing to me 
an account of what had pafled, and a few delineating in their minds the 
fubjects of various‘Communications, Mr Accident, with a furly look, and 
a frown in a countenance ematiated by ftudy, fixing his eyes on the 
ground, delivered a metaphyfical difcourle in favour of ghofts. He 
fhewed the reality of dreams, and adverted to our certainty of feeing 
objects in that ftate, which he contended was of as great weight as the 
belief we had of exifting objeéts while waking. As a proof of the 
frequency of the appearance of ghofts and other apparitions, he quoted 
innumerable authors, among whom Swedenburg, in particular, bore te- 
ftimony to the reality of apparitions in dreams. Why, fays this Meta- 
phyfician, do we prefume to call them nonentities? Is it becaufe they 
have not the properties of material objets, that we muft deny their 
exiftence? No: a philofopher concludes only that they are eflentially 
different from matter. And how could it be otherwife? To expect 
fpirits to have the properties of inert and fluggifh matter, to continue 
in inaétion, fubjeQ to our .corporeal fenfes:! It is, gentlemen, only 
when in fleep, extacy, or madnefs, more divefted of carnal feelings, 
and nearer allied to fpirits, we can in fome meafure anticipate the 
converfe with immaterial beings. Hiftory will inform you, that in dark 
and folitary places, when the mind of man was free from the ay 
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tions of furrounding objects, intuition getting over the meaner powers 
of reafon, admitted a {park of light to our {piritual foul, by the aid of 
which we in fome degree become familiar to incorporeal beings. As to 
the Ghoft who now vifits us, I am fure he comes to inftru€& you, and 
not to torment your fouls: he appears in fuch a candid way as to leave 
no doubt in my mind of his good intentions. Had he been the devil, do 
you imagine he would warn you of his approach? Let me then advife 
you to buy the productions of this Ghoft; and I am certain you will 
have no grounds to repent. He may difclofe fecrets unknown to mor- 
tals, and direct you in the conduét of life. Moft of the company feem- 
ed to approve the laft refolution of this gentleman; when a Chieftain 
from the Weftern Ifles obferved, that there was no doubt of the reality 
of the Second fight, which, fays he, is moft probably occafioned by the 
agency of fpirits on our fouls. As the prefent publication is conducted 
by a Ghoft, we may, fays he, expect fome information concerning this 
valuable fpiritual gift——My readers will eafily fuppofe, that from the 
moment the Second fight was mentioned, I had all the young Ladies on 


my fide. 


For the prefent, I fhall only obferve, what in a future Number I mean 
to illuftrate, that moft of the difputants underftood nothing about my 
nature. The notions of the Divine are altogether unfounded ; for it is 
the general opinion among ghofts, that Satan is folely employed in tor- 
menting the damned, while the agency of evil {pirits fupplies his place 
on earth. To the Sceptic, who dares employ his defpicable faculty of 
reafon in matters beyond the reach of his limited fenfes, I fhall give a 
leffon in a future Number. Meanwhile let him be aflured, that Spi- 
nofa, Hobbes, Voltaire, Hume, and all the hoft of Infidels, are real 
ghofts at prefent; and therefore muft be convinced of their former er- 
rors. Voltaire, in particular, has fent me a Communication againft In- 
fidelity, which, for the benefit of the incredulous, I fhall foon lay be- 
fore my readers. He thinks himfelf the moft proper perfon to addrefs 
mankind, as being beft acquainted with the ways in which he taught 


them fo many abfurdities. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
I have received the Critique on the Tragedy of Douglas, which wili appear next 


Wednefday. 





Sold by G. Muniz anv Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 
tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addrefled to Mr Phantom. The Guost may 





alfo be had of CaMERON AND Murpocu, Glafgow, and of S. Murray, London. 











